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Proclamation 8789 of March 29, 2012
Vietnam Veterans Day

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On January 12, 1962, United States Army pilots lifted more than 1,000
South Vietnamese service members over jungle and underbrush to capture
a National Liberation Front stronghold near Saigon. Operation Chopper
marked America’s first combat mission against the Viet Cong, and the be-
ginning of one of our longest and most challenging wars. Through more
than a decade of conflict that tested the fabric of our Nation, the service
of our men and women in uniform stood true. Fifty years after that fateful
mission, we honor the more than 3 million Americans who served, we pay
tribute to those we have laid to rest, and we reaffirm our dedication to
showing a generation of veterans the respect and support of a grateful Na-
tion.

The Vietnam War is a story of service members of different backgrounds,
colors, and creeds who came together to complete a daunting mission. It
is a story of Americans from every corner of our Nation who left the
warmth of family to serve the country they loved. It is a story of patriots
who braved the line of fire, who cast themselves into harm’s way to save
a friend, who fought hour after hour, day after day to preserve the liberties
we hold dear. From Ia Drang to Hue, they won every major battle of the
war and upheld the highest traditions of our Armed Forces.

Eleven years of combat left their imprint on a generation. Thousands re-
turned home bearing shrapnel and scars; still more were burdened by the
invisible wounds of post-traumatic stress, of Agent Orange, of memories
that would never fade. More than 58,000 laid down their lives in service
to our Nation. Now and forever, their names are etched into two faces of
black granite, a lasting memorial to those who bore conflict’s greatest cost.

Our veterans answered our country’s call and served with honor, and on
March 29, 1973, the last of our troops left Vietnam. Yet, in one of the war’s
most profound tragedies, many of these men and women came home to be
shunned or neglected—to face treatment unbefitting their courage and a
welcome unworthy of their example. We must never let this happen again.
Today, we reaffirm one of our most fundamental obligations: to show all
who have worn the uniform of the United States the respect and dignity
they deserve, and to honor their sacrifice by serving them as well as they
served us. Half a century after those helicopters swept off the ground and
into the annals of history, we pay tribute to the fallen, the missing, the
wounded, the millions who served, and the millions more who awaited
their return. Our Nation stands stronger for their service, and on Vietnam
Veterans Day, we honor their proud legacy with our deepest gratitude.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 29, 2012, as Viet-
nam Veterans Day. I call upon all Americans to observe this day with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activities that commemorate the 50-
year anniversary of the Vietnam War.
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Proc. 8790 Title 3—The President

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8790 of April 2, 2012
National Cancer Control Month, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

This year, an estimated half a million Americans will lose their lives to
cancer, and three times that many will be diagnosed with this devastating
illness. Cancer patients are parents and grandparents, children and cher-
ished friends; the disease touches almost all of us and casts a shadow over
families and communities across our Nation. Yet, today, we stand at a crit-
ical moment in cancer research that promises significant advances for pa-
tients and an accelerated pace of lifesaving discoveries. During National
Cancer Control Month, we remember those we have lost, support Ameri-
cans fighting this disease, and recommit to progress toward effective cancer
control.

Prevention and screening are our best defenses against cancer. All Ameri-
cans can reduce their risk by keeping a healthy diet, exercising regularly,
limiting sun exposure, avoiding excessive alcohol consumption, and living
tobacco-free. Because tobacco use causes a wide variety of cancers and
chronic lung diseases, I encourage individuals struggling to quit to call 1-
800-QUIT-NOW or visit www.SmokeFree.gov for help and information.

Regular screening and check-ups with a health professional can also play
a key role in preventing cancer and detecting the disease early, when it is
often most treatable. Under the Affordable Care Act, over 54 million Ameri-
cans with private health coverage have already received preventive serv-
ices—including mammograms and other cancer screenings—at no addi-
tional cost. For more resources on how to reduce the risk of developing
cancer, visit www.Cancer.gov.

Federally funded research has brought about landmark advances in cancer
prevention, diagnosis, and treatment that promise real change for the mil-
lions of Americans facing this disease. Sophisticated analysis continues to
shed light on the molecular basis of cancer and unlock new therapies. In-
novative studies are paving the way for effective treatments to deadly can-
cers, including melanoma. And new research shows that screening proce-
dures can reduce mortality from lung cancer, which could save lives among
those at greatest risk. As we move forward, my Administration will con-
tinue to support groundbreaking cancer research that brings hope to count-
less individuals and families across our country.

Over the past several decades, we have made remarkable progress in under-
standing and combatting cancer. We owe the knowledge we have gained
and the lives we have saved to the countless doctors, patients, families, and
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